
Q. Code: 635267 

1 
 

 
 

        

 
B.E. / B.TECH. DEGREE EXAMINATIONS, DEC 2019 

First Semester 
HS18151 – Communicative English 

(Common to all branches) 
(Regulation 2018) 

Time: Three Hours                                                                                         Maximum : 100 Marks 
Answer ALL questions 

PART A - (10 X 2 = 20 Marks) 
  CO RBT 
1. Write appropriate interrogative sentences to the below responses: 

a.________________?    My favourite colour is red.  
b._______________?      How do you do? 

4 AP 

2. Use appropriate prefixes to the root words according to their meanings given:         
a.   ______ information   =   wrong information                               (1/2x4=2)  
b.  ______  information   =   false information to mislead   
c.   _____    human          =    cruel and barbaric 
d.   _____   human          =    of a lower order of being than humans   

4 AP 

3. Fill in the blanks with appropriate forms of words given:                 (1/2x4=2)  
VERB  NOUN  ADJECTIVE  
 System  
  Experimental 

 

4 AP 

4. Use appropriate articles(if necessary) in the given blanks: (1x2=2) 
   a. Dr. Ranjit doesn’t go to ------ hospital on Sundays. 
   b. I’m going to------- hospital to see my grandma. 

4 AP 

5. Name the parts of speech of the underlined words in the given sentences : 
  a. Brett Lee is a fast bowler                        (1x2=2) 
  b. Brett Lee bowls fast 

4 AP 

6.  Match the idioms with their meanings:    (1/2x4=2) 
All ears                               detected in the very act  of wrong doing 
Fit the bill   listening carefully 
Bury the hatchet                 meet the requirements 
Caught red handed             end a quarrel or dispute 

4 AP 

7. Identify the type of phrase mentioned in the sentences below: (1/2x4=2) 
It is available in all the places  
Nobody likes a person with a bad temper  
Early to bed  is a good habit 
Did you enjoy reading this book? 
 

4 AP 

Reg. No. 
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8. Fill in the blanks with suitable modal verb from the given options:  (1x2=2) 
a. Motorists ______________(could/must/may)stop when the traffic lights are red 
b. Sir, I’ve to see a doctor. ----------- I leave the office an hour earlier? (May / 
shall/will) 

 4 AP 

9. Combine the two sentences into one sentence using appropriate connectives: 
                             (1x2=2) 
a. I was extremely tired after a lot of work in the office. I could not sleep 
b. It rained heavily yesterday. They cancelled the match. ( As) 

4 AP 

10. Identify the italicised words as countable or uncountable.              (1x2=2) 
a. This window is made of glass. 
b. These wine glasses are expensive. 

4 AP 

   
PART B - (5 X16 = 80 Marks) 

11. (a) Read the passage and answer the questions accordingly:                             16      1      AN 
         A wetland is an area of land that is filled or covered with water for at least part of the 
year. Wetlands are neither completely dry nor completely underwater. They are known as 
“transition zones” because they are the link between water and land, and they have a unique 
combination of the characteristics of both. The special characteristics of these “transition 
zones” enable them to support plant and animal life not found anywhere else. A common 
nickname for wetlands is “nurseries of life. 
         Chances are, however, when you envisioned a swamp (or a marsh or a bog), you 
conjured up an image of a rather unpleasant place: creepy and shadowy, muddy, overrun with 
snakes and insects. Would it ever occur to you that this could be the kind of place we would 
want to save and preserve? Probably not.  
Wetlands have historically been regarded as wastelands and centers of disease and insect 
infestation, and humans have sought to avoid or eliminate them when possible. Since the 
18th century, more than half of the original wetlands in the United States have been degraded 
or destroyed. 
         In the 19th century, there was a massive push to drain the wetlands, which harbored 
malaria -bearing mosquitoes, after a series of yellow fever epidemics. Since then, further 
destruction has occurred as a result of human activities, such as agriculture, industrialization 
and development. Wetlands have been drained and converted to farmland, filled in to provide 
more opportunities for residential and industrial development, or used as dumping grounds 
for waste. Other human activities, such as pollution, while not directly targeted at eliminating 
wetlands, have also played a role in the process. 
         However, in recent decades, attitudes about wetlands have changed. People have begun 
to realize that wetlands are valuable and productive ecosystems that fulfill an essential 
function for both humans and wildlife. Due to their unique characteristics, wetlands can 
support a wide diversity of plants, mammals, reptiles, birds and fish. They also control 
floodwaters and protect us from storms and hurricanes. Wetlands also improve water quality 
by filtering, cleaning and storing water. Lastly, many people rely on wetlands for their 
livelihood, as they are important centers for hunting, fishing and recreation. 
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        The state of Louisiana, in the United States, relies heavily on wetlands, and is one of the 
regions of the country that has been most adversely affected by wetlands destruction. 
Southern Louisiana has some of the most extensive wetlands in the United States, containing 
approximately 40 percent of the country’s total wetlands area. This is because Louisiana is 
located at the drainage gateway where the Mississippi River meets the Gulf of Mexico. Much 
of the region’s economy and culture is built around the wetlands. However, Louisiana’s 
wetlands are quickly disappearing. Although the state has only 40 percent of the country’s 
wetlands, it also bears 80 percent of the country’s wetland losses. Every 38 minutes, the 
equivalent of a football field is lost. This has serious implications for the region’s wildlife 
and economy, as well as the ability of the region to withstand natural disasters.   
        The Louisiana wetlands are home to a variety of animals, including alligators, snakes, 
turtles, coyotes, muskrats, armadillos, pelicans and egrets, among others. The wetlands are a 
crucial resource for many endangered species. In fact, more than one-third of the United 
States’ threatened and endangered species live only in wetlands, and more than one-half use 
the wetlands at some point in their lives for breeding, nesting or raising their young. Many 
species of migratory birds depend on the wetlands and would go extinct if the wetlands were 
destroyed.    
        The wetlands are also essential to the state’s fishing industry, providing a habitat for 
fish, shrimp, oysters and crabs. As of 2013, Louisiana’s commercial fishing industry is 
responsible for 25 percent of all seafood produced in the United States, with the highest 
production of shrimp, oysters and freshwater fish in the nation. Approximately one in every 
70 jobs in the state is related to the fishing industry. The destruction of the wetlands would 
have disastrous consequences for the economy of the area and the livelihoods of many of 
Louisiana’s residents.   In addition to endangering the wildlife and economic prosperity of 
an area, the loss of wetlands also puts humans at risk. Wetlands serve as a natural buffer zone 
against storms and hurricanes, slowing down the storms and reducing their force before they 
move inland. However, as the wetlands disappear, some cities are becoming more exposed.  
        The city of New Orleans, Louisiana, has already suffered the consequences of this 
gradual depletion of wetland buffer zones. In 2005, Hurricane Katrina, one of the deadliest 
and most destructive hurricanes in the entire history of the United States, hit the Gulf Coast. 
There were more than 1,800 casualties, with the greatest number of them concentrated in 
New Orleans.  
        Eighty percent of the city was flooded, and there were more than 700 dead. Many 
blamed the destruction of New Orleans on the failure of the levees, which are manmade 
barriers that prevent water from flooding into a city. However, scientists and researchers 
believe that the hurricane would have done far less damage to the city if the surrounding 
wetlands had been intact. Since the storm, there has been a greater national focus on 
preserving and restoring the wetlands on the Gulf Coast. Preserving our wetlands and 
maintaining a buffer zone against storms will only become more crucial in the future, as 
climate change may increase both the frequency and the severity of extreme weather events 
such as hurricanes.    
        In recent decades, since the importance of wetlands became apparent, there has been a 
push toward better education and regulation. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
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(E.P.A.) has declared the month of May to be American Wetlands Month, which is dedicated 
to celebrating the ways in which wetlands enrich our lives and the environment.   Regulation 
has also been an important tool in the fight against wetlands loss. Since 1998, the United 
States has maintained a “no net loss” wetlands policy. This means that the total area of 
wetlands in the country must either remain constant or increase. If wetlands are destroyed 
for agriculture, development, or any other reason, the effect must be balanced out by restoring 
or reclaiming wetlands elsewhere. The policy has had a dramatic effect in slowing the rate 
of wetlands loss.                                                                                  (1 x 7=7marks)                                      
I. 1. What is a wetland?                                                                          (1) 
A.  a business that makes its money from hunting or fishing  
B.  a city on a coast where floods occur, often resulting in the loss of human life  
C.  a “no net loss” policy requiring the amount of something to remain constant or increase  
D.  an area of land that is filled or covered with water for at least part of the year  
2. United States “no net loss” wetland policy means:                        (1) 
A. Regulation has been an important tool in protecting wetlands.  
B. Wetlands have been drained and converted to farmland.  
C.  policy requiring the amount of something to remain constant or increase 
D. a business that makes its money from hunting or fishing  
3. Wetlands serve important purposes for humans. What information from the passage 
supports this statement?                                         (1) 
A. Wetlands have historically been regarded as centers of disease and insect infestation.  
B. Wetlands can protect people from storms and help them earn a living through fishing.  
C. Louisiana is located at the drainage gateway where the Mississippi River meets the Gulf 
of Mexico.  
D. Hurricane Katrina caused more than 1,800 casualties, including over 700 in New Orleans. 
4. How have attitudes about wetlands changed in recent decades?    (1) 
A. People have become less willing to regulate the destruction of wetlands than they used to 
be. 
 B. People have become more concerned about the threat of disease from wetlands than they 
used to be. 
 C. People have become more interested in protecting wetlands than they used to be.  
D. People have become less interested in protecting wetlands than they used to be.  
5. What is this passage mainly about?                                               (1) 
     A. Louisiana      B. Hurricane Katrina     C. malaria     D. wetlands  
6. Read the following sentence:                                                         (1) 
“Chances are, however, when you envisioned a swamp (or a marsh or a bog), you conjured 
up an image of a rather unpleasant place: creepy and shadowy, muddy, overrun with snakes 
and insects.” What does the word swamp mean in the sentence above?  
 A. a piece of land that is partly covered by water 
 B. a state that is on the Gulf of Mexico  
 C. a job related to the hunting or fishing industry  
 D. an animal species that is in danger of dying out  
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7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below:         (1) 
 For years people wanted to avoid or destroy wetlands; ______, many people want to save 
wetlands. 
 A. previously      B. currently     C. in closing       D. as an illustration  
II. What is happening to Louisiana’s wetlands?                                          (1x3= 3marks) 
III. If Louisiana’s wetlands were destroyed, what would happen? Support your answer with 
evidence from the passage.                                                                       (1x3= 3marks)                            
1V. Should wetlands be protected? Explain why or why not, using evidence from the passage.                   
(1x3= 3marks)  

(OR) 
 (b) Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow it. (16) 1 AN 
          When the first white men arrived in Samoa, they found blind men, who could see well 

enough to describe things in detail just by holding their hands over objects. In France just 
after the First World War, Jules Romain tested hundreds of blind people and found a few 
who could tell the difference between light and dark. He narrowed their photosensitivity 
down to areas on the nose or in the fingertips. In Italy the neurologist Cesare Lombroso 
discovered a blind girl who could ‘see’ with the tip of her nose and the lobe of her left ear. 
When a bright light was shone unexpectedly on her, she winced. 
        In 1956 a blind schoolboy in Scotland was taught to differentiate between coloured 
lights and learned to pick out bright objects several feet away. In 1960 a medical board 
examined a girl in Virginia and found that, even with thick bandages over her eyes, she was 
able to distinguish different colours and read short sections of large print. The phenomenon 
is obviously not new, but it has reached new peaks of sensitivity in a young woman from a 
mountain village in the Urals. 
        Rosa Kuleshova can see with her fingers. She is not blind, but because she grew up in a 
family of blind people, she learned to read Braille to help them and then went onto teach 
herself to do other things with her hands. In 1962 her physician took her to Moscow, where 
she was examined by the Soviet Academy of Science, and emerged a celebrity, certified as 
genuine. The neurologist Shaefer made an intensive study with her and found that, securely 
blindfolded with only her hands stuck through a screen, she could differentiate among three 
primary colours. To test the possibility that the cards reflected heat differently, he heated 
some and cooled others without affecting her response to them, He also found that she could 
read newsprint and sheet music under glass, so texture was giving her no clues. Tested by 
the psychologist Novomeisky, she was able to identify the colour and shape of patches of 
light projected on her palm or on to a screen. In rigidly controlled tests, with a blindfold and 
a screen and a piece of card around her neck so wide that she could not see round it, Rosa 
read the small print in a newspaper with her elbow. And, in the most convincing 
demonstration of all, she repeated these things with someone standing behind her pressing 
hard on her eyeballs. Nobody can cheat under this pressure ; it is even difficult to see clearly 
for minutes after it is released. 
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(a) Complete the following statements choosing from one of the given alternatives. 
                                                                                                                                  (4×1=4) 
(i) The first white men to visit Samoa found men who 
           (1) were not entirely blind 
           (2) described things by touching them 
           (3) could see with their hands 
           (4) could see when they held hands 
(ii) What is the main idea of the first paragraph? 
           (1) Very few people have the sensitivity of the blind 
           (2) Blind people can manage to see things, but only vaguely 
           (3) The eyes are not the only way of seeing 
           (4) It is possible to localise photosensitive areas of the body. 
(iii) Why did Shaefer put the paper under glass? 
           (1) To make things as difficult as possible 
           (2) To stop the reflection of hear 
           (3) To prevent Rosa from feeling the print 
           (4) To stop her from cheating. 
(iv) What was the most difficult test of her ability? 
           (1) To read through glass, blindfolded 
           (2) To identify the colour and shape of light on a screen while securely blindfolded 
           (3) To carry out tasks with someone pressing on her eyeballs 
           (4) To work from behind a screen, blindfolded and with a card round her neck. 
(b) State whether the following statements are true or false.                              (8 x 1 = 8)                         
 (i)    The men in Samoa were not quite blind. 
 (ii)   Jules Romain found a lot of blind people who could see with their noses and ears. 
 (iii)  The Italian girl enjoyed it when the light was shone on her ear. 
 (iv)   A girl called Virginia could read newsprint even when she was blindfolded. 
 (v)    Rosa Kuleshova lives on a mountain peak. 
 (vi)   Her family taught her everything about seeing with her fingers. 
 (vii)  Shaefer found that temperature did not affect her ability to differentiate between 
colours. 
 (viii) Her ability to read with her fingers did not depend on the feel of the print. 
(c) Choose the option that best represents the meaning of the word as used in the passage.              
(4 × 1 = 4) 
(i) distinguish 
      (1) differentiate      (2) discriminate      (3) revere          (4) standout 
(ii) celebrity 
      (1) rejoice             (2) famous person    (3) commemorate       (4) criminal 
(iii) convincing 
      (1) accepting         (2) disagreeing         (3) persuasive       (4) aggressive 
(iv) phenomenon 
     (1) occurrence        (2) surprise               (3) theory             (4) practice 
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12. (a) Prepare an advertisement for a restaurant highlighting varieties of dishes 
that are being offered. Your advertisement should have all the unique 
features of the restaurant and mention why it should be preferred.  

(16) 4 C 

(OR) 
 (b) Write few lines about the gaming software you have developed and 

write at least eight taglines that would reflect the uniqueness of the 
software.  

(16) 4 C 

 
13. (a) Write your inference of the quote “In a gentle way you can shake the 

world- Mahatma Gandhi” in a 200 - word paragraph. 
(16) 4 C 

(OR) 
 (b) Write your inference of the quote “Science never solves a problem 

without creating ten more – George Bernard Shaw” in about 200 words 
using appropriate connectives and discourse markers.  

(16) 4 C 

 
14. (a) (i) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(ii) 

Rewrite the jumbled sentences in sequential order so that they follow 
one another in a logical and coherent manner.  

(i) Between 1482 and 1499, he was employed in the service of the 
Duke of Milan 

(ii) His artistic bent obviously appeared at an early age for when 
he was 15 he was apprenticed to the painter Verocchio. 

(iii) Leonardo returned to Florence in 1499, where he painted that 
most famous painting ‘The Mona Lisa’. 

(iv) In 1472 he was accepted in the Painters’ Guild in Florence 
where he remained until 1481. 

(v) Leonardo da Vinci was born in 1452 in Vinci, a small village 
in Tuscany. 

(vi) His artistic achievements in Milan reached their peak with the 
mural ‘The Last Supper’ completed in 1497. 

(vii) He was the illegitimate son of a Florentine lawyer and property 
owner. 

(viii) After a few years again in Milan and then in Rome he settled 
in France in 1516, at  Cloux near Amboise where he died three 
years later. 

(i) Yet the difficulties of working in this extremely cold region 
will be great, and the costs may be so high that no company 
will undertake the work. 

(ii) There are four main areas of the world where deposits of oil 
appear. 

(iii) If progress in using atomic power to drive machines is fast 
enough, it is possible that oil-driven engines may give place 
to the new kind of engine. 

(8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 E 
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(iv)  Another is the area between North and South America, and 
the third, between Asia and Australia, includes the islands of 
Sumatra, Borneo and Java. 

(v) In that case, the demand for oil will fall, the oil flelds will 
gradually disappear and the deposits at the North Pole may 
rest where they are forever. 

(vi)  The first is that of the Middle East, and includes the regions 
near the Caspian Sea, the Black Sea, the Red Sea and the 
Persian Gulf. 

(vii)  When all the present oil-fields are exhausted, it is possible 
that this cold region may become the scene of oil activity. 

(viii) The fourth area is the part near the North Pole. 

 
 
 
 

(OR) 
 (b) Write a review in about 200 words about your favourite bike/ car/ book. (16) 4 E 

 
15. (a) As the secretary of the college union, you have decided to conduct a book 

exhibition in your Campus. Write a letter to an Event management 
company explaining the kind of event you would like to arrange within 
the campus. Mention the date and time of the event and your special 
requests, and enquire the cost and other details that you may need to take 
a decision. 

(16) 4 E 

(OR) 
 (b) You are enrolled in the college N.S.S /YRC team. As part of the 

programme, you had done social service activities. Share your 
experience with your friend who is studying in another college. Write a 
letter about the activities. 

(16) 4 E 

 
 


